
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

It’s not that the Pharisee’s prayer is a bad prayer. It starts out well: “O God, I thank you . . .” Gratitude is good. 
But then it gets into boasting: “I am not like the rest of humanity . . . I fast . . . I pay tithes” (Luke 18:11, 12). 
It’s a Little Jack Horner prayer. Remember the old nursery rhyme that ends with Jack saying, “What a good 
boy am I!”? The Pharisee’s prayer is all about him and what he does, all the while gauging the distance be-
tween himself and the rest of humankind. 

In contrast, the tax collector “stood off at a distance” with bowed head, beating his breast and saying, “O God, 
be merciful to me a sinner” (18:13). He knows who he is and who God is and what God alone can do for him. 
No repetitive “I,” no swelling ego there, just a repentant figure, one who asks to receive what only God can 
give - mercy. 

Jesus tells this story “to those who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone 
else” (18:9). How do we hear it? It acknowledges God who makes us “just,” that is, who helps us to be in 
proper relationship with God, with each other, and with all creation. 

Sirach reminds us that our just God hears the cry of the oppressed, the wail of the orphan, the complaint of the 
widow, the petition of those who serve God willingly, and the prayer of the lowly. These folks allow room for 
God to enter their minds and hearts, and then all kinds of things can begin to happen, both within and all 
around them. 

—James A. Wallace, C.SS.R.  
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

We pray that God will give us the grace of humility when we pray, 
the ability to recognize who God is and who we are, to trust that God will give us what we most need, 

to be thankful for what we have received more than what we have achieved. 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

GOD’S LOGIC IS NOT OURS 

Nobody will ever mistake the Bible for a logic textbook. We need to 
remember this when we approach today’s readings. How can a God 
who knows no favorites have a chosen people, or give us the disciplines 
of fasting and almsgiving and then instruct us not to talk about them? 
God, in love and tenderness, knows how quickly we can get “into a rut.” 
The Spirit inspires passages like the instruction from Sirach and the par-
able in Luke to help drag us out of the rut of thinking that God’s ways 
are our ways. 

Sirach poetically uses contrast to answer the question, “Whose prayer 
will reach the lofty clouds of heaven?” The answer? Those who are low-
ly on earth. Jesus amplifies this in his parable of the Pharisee and the 
publican. It is Spirit-inspired illogic that communicates today’s mes-
sage: God hears the voices of those who are ignored by the rest of the 
world. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Saturday, Oct. 22 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Chico Denis by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Tracy Grimes by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher  
      (In Spanish)  

Sunday, Oct. 23 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)  
8:00  am: + Arnold Matthiesen by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Kevin & Linda Hirt 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, Oct. 24 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Bill Schrader by Dennis & Barbara Fuchs   

Tuesday, Oct. 25 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)  
7:00 am: + Sherline Strube by George & Doris Schwartz 
8:00 am: + Bobby Maxie by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer   

 

Wednesday, Oct. 26 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: Nita Lange by Shaye & Morgan Martin 
6:00 pm: + Delores Smith by Wendell & Linda Jones 
     (In Spanish)  

Thursday, Oct. 27 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                
7:00 am: + Sherline Strube by Wendell & Linda Jones 
8:00 am:+ Tommy Morrison by Sheryl Wilson    

 

Friday, Oct. 28 (St. Lawrence)  (St. Thomas) 
8:00 am + Eugenia Lange by Chris & Lana Hirt    

 

Saturday, Oct. 29 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + The Rome Boys Supporters by The Rome Boys 
6:30 pm: + Ronnie Halfmann by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
                  (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Oct. 30 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)  
8:00  am: + Rosalie Strum by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Annette Frerich 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Every week, some treasures from our tradition are 
shared here. Where does all this history come from? 
The history of God’s people of prayer is always com-
ing to light, mostly because scholars have dedicated 
their lives to research. They translate and ponder pray-
ers and songs; explore the places used for worship; 
look at the vessels, books, and vestments; and read 
works from legal documents to letters and diaries. In 
the 1930s, Hitler’s rush to arm Germany closed semi-
naries as priests and seminarians alike were drafted 
into service. 

 One professor, Father Josef Jungman, forced from 
his classroom, spent the war years in an Austrian li-
brary. His careful work disclosed much of what we 
know of the history of the Mass. His great work, The 
Mass of the Roman Rite, describes the evolution of 
Eucharistic celebration and inspired generations of 
scholars to explore a tradition surprisingly rich and 
varied. It was said of him that he had a command of 
the past that cast new light on the present, and opened 
up a clear direction to the future. His contributions to 
the Second Vatican Council helped shape the way that 
we worship today. At the end of his life, in 1975, his 
studies completed, he told a friend that he was waiting 
patiently for the Lord’s knock at the door to take him 
to the heavenly banquet. 

           —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

El 31 de octubre muchos se visten de monstruos y al 
día siguiente, los cristianos celebramos a todos los 
santos. Es interesante el contraste entre los dos días. 
Un día recordamos brujas y zombis y al siguiente con-
memoramos vírgenes y mártires, religiosos y laicos 
comprometidos todos con una cosa en común: su 
amor a Dios, un amor que se hace carne en obras de 
caridad y justicia. 

 La mayoría de los santos se hicieron santos gra-
cias a los monstruos que los rodeaban. Los primeros 
mártires cristianos murieron a mano de los monstruos 
romanos, muchos religiosos medievales se refugiaban 
en Dios para protegerse de los monstruos internos que 
los tentaban con sexo, dinero y poder. Y en América 
muchos como Manuel Chin Sooj se hicieron testigos 
de la justicia en manos de los monstruos de gobiernos 
injustos.  

 Los monstruos, en fin no pueden vencer a los san-
tos por eso en Guatemala el martirio de Manuel Chin 
Sooj, animó a los obispos guatemaltecos a unirse con 
la carta “El clamor de la tierra” a los esfuerzos de po-
bres en búsqueda de tierra y dignidad humana. 

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For October 

A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and coura-
geous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a 
community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, al-
ways living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

October 23 
St. Lawrence –Delmar & Marcie Batla 
St. Thomas –  Wilson Marshall Family 

October 30 
St. Lawrence– Jimmy & Carolyn Strube 
St. Thomas– Raul Garcia Family 

October Worklist   

Keith & Darcy Braden- CH 
Magno & Lety Perez, Chris & Tiffany Matschek,  
Carey & Renee Niehues, Ana Espinoza, Eric    
McMillan, Dennis & Ellen Seidenberger, Jim & Diane 
Cmerek, Susana Baileza, Stanley & Denise Latzel 
George & Maria Salinas, Eric & Christy                  
Seidenberger, Frank & Joyce Evridge, Robert &  
Blanca Guerrero , Ramiro & Rosa Garza, Jimmy & 
Carolyn Strube 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Christy Seidenberger, Linda Frysak,    
Ava Parker, Wyatt Parker, Brandon Dieringer and 
Blaine Walker 

Anniversaries: Lawrence & Helen Jost 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Emely Arriozola and Darion Reyes Jr. 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, October 29                         
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, October 30     
 Sacristan: Keith Braden   
 Readers: Volunteers             
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Special Collection:   

Society for the Propagation of the Faith  

Sunday, October 23, 2022 

This weekend, there will be a second collection to 
support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific 
Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, where 
priests, religious and lay leaders serve the world’s 
most vulnerable communities. Please be generous. 

LA LÓGICA DE DIOS NO ES LA NUESTRA 

Nadie confundiría la 
Biblia con un libro de 
lógica. Recordémoslo 
cuando meditemos 
sobre las lecturas de 
hoy. ¿Cómo puede un 
Dios que no tiene fa-
voritismo escoger a 
un pueblo, o darnos la 
disciplina del ayuno y 
la limosna y luego 
instruirnos a no hablar 
de ello? Dios, amoro-

so y tierno, sabe cuán pronto podemos caer “en la ru-
tina”. El Espíritu inspira pasajes como la instrucción 
de Sirácides y la parábola de san Lucas para ayudar-
nos a salir de la rutina y comprender que los caminos 
de Dios no son los nuestros. Sirácides poéticamente 
usa contrastes para contestar la pregunta: “¿Qué 
oración llegará hasta las nubes del cielo?” ¿La 
respuesta? La de los humildes de la tierra. Jesús am-
plifica esto en su parábola del fariseo y el publicano. 
Es ilógicamente inspirada por el Espíritu que comuni-
ca el mensaje de hoy: Dios escucha la voz de los ig-
norados por el resto del mundo. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
Glasscock County Lions Club & 4-H                                          

Halloween Carnival 
October 29 

Glasscock County Community Center    

 

Costume Contest, Booths  and a 50/50 Raffle 
5:30 till 8:30 pm. 
Trunk or Treat from 5:00-6:00 pm  Annex parking lot 

DO YOU KNOW that the devil’s 
principal target on earth is the Catho-
lic Priest? The devil knows that holier 
Priests will lead to a holier Church. 
The Midland Lay Carmelites invite 
you to spiritually “ADOPT” a Priest 
from the Diocese of San Angelo (if 

you haven’t already done so.) The only requirement is to pray 
daily for your Priest, according to your state in life. 

To have a Priest assigned to you, please call 432-296-9669 or 
send an email to: midlandlaycarmelites@gmail.com. 

KC News 

Knights of Columbus will meet  
on Wednesday, October 26 at 7:30 pm. 

mailto:midlandlaycarmelites@gmail.com


 

 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

In this Sunday's Gos-
pel reading, we see 
that "whoever exalts 
himself will be hum-
bled." Sooner or later, 
self-exalting people 
get humbled, whether 
they realize it or not. 
They are brought 
down low by their 
own behaviors. People 
who encounter them 
in daily life do not 
think very highly of 
them. And certainly, 
God doesn't either.  

The much better alter-
native is to let our 
love for others be 
what humbles us.  

Without love as our 
motivation, we be-
lieve in our own so-
called ‘righteousness,’ 
thinking we're okay 
when we're not. But 
when we do good 
deeds for others be-
cause we genuinely 
care about them, the 
pride of our self-
righteousness is re-

placed by holy humility.  

We are made righteous by our love for others. Self-
righteousness is self-made – it motivates us to do 
good, but only for the selfish purpose of looking 
admirable, winning approval, or gaining some other 
personal benefit. Love, which is true righteous-ness, 
motivates us to do good for the sake of others.  

Look at the Pharisee in Jesus' parable. We all be-
have like that from time to time. Think of someone 
who is inferior to you because you are holier, who 

doesn't go to 
church as often as 
you do, or who 
doesn't pray like 
you do. Think of 
someone who is not 
worthy of your 
time and caregiv-
ing. Think of some-
one who is too dif-
ficult to love.  

The cure for this kind of self-righteousness is to get 
in touch with God's concern for them. Once we 
unite our hearts to God's love for them, we begin to 
care about them, too. And the most powerful, most 
successful way to accomplish such union with God 
is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, which 
absolves us of self-righteousness and empowers us 
with divine grace to absorb Christ’s own righteous-
ness.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Think of those who are less spiritually active than 
you, who cause you to think: "Thank God I am not 
like them!" Do you grieve for them because of their 
sins and blindness? Do you do anything to help 
them grow closer to Christ? Do they experience Je-
sus when they encounter you? 

2. What are some ways that you show love to those 
who are not as holy as you, or not as emotionally 
healthy as you, or not as intelligent as you? 

3. Describe a time when you were more self-
righteous than righteous. How did you (or how will 
you) let Jesus turn your pride into love-filled humil-
ity? 

Sirach 35:12-14,16-18  
Ps 34:2-3,17-19,23  

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18  
Luke 18:9-14  

Monday October 24  
Ephesians 4:32 5:8  

Ps 1:1-4,6  
Luke 13:10-17  

Tuesday October 25  
Ephesians 5:21-33  

Ps 128:1-5  
Luke 13:18-21  

Wednesday October 26  
Ephesians 6:1-9  

Ps 145:10-14  
Luke 13:22-30  

Thursday October 27  
Ephesians 6:10-20  

Ps 144:1b,2,9-10  
Luke 13:31-35  

Friday October 28  
Sts. Simon and Jude  

Ephesians 2:19-22  
Ps 19:2-3,4-5  
Luke 6:12-16  

Saturday October 29  
Philippians 1:18b-26  

Ps 42:2,3,5cdef  
Luke 14:1,7-11  

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER EDGE GATHERING 
 

Sunday, October 23rd  
4:30 pm – 7:00 pm On the Church Lawn 
Come dressed as your favorite Saint!  
We will talk about saints, have a meal and play games! 
  
If you haven’t joined the REMIND for EDGE please do so by sending a text to 81018.  Text @lawrencedg or 
contact Carrie Batla at 806-632-7551 

St Paschal’s 1st Annual Trunk or Treat  

 

If you are interested in participating, 
please contact Victoria Aguilar  

at 325-304-3432  
 

On October 30, there will be  
All Saints Parade after church  

in church hall.  
 

Sandwiches, chips and drinks  
will be provided. 

On Wednesday, October 19, 2022, some 

of the Junior High students at St. Law-

rence participated in a Bible Trivia. It 

was pretty interesting and entertaining. 

The teachers had done an excellent job 

with this. 

Knowledge of the scripture is knowledge 

of Christ. 



The camp itself is a little expensive - $850 per kid for a week.  
Kids can do fund-raisers or someone can sponsor. Donations are welcome. 




